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Jottings from Jan 
   As I write to you, people are still being rescued in Texas.  A hospital in Beaumont is closing and 
evacuating all its patients because it has no fresh water.  A chemical plant is burning.  Our              
televisions show us pictures of cities that look like lakes.  There are pictures of Interstate 10 that 
look like the ocean.   

  While we are watching Texas, flooding in Sierra Leone has cost at least a thousand lives, and over 
1200 have died from intense monsoon rains in Nepal, Bangladesh, and India.  It is natural that 
Americans (or people in any other country), pay more attention to what is happening at home than 
elsewhere. 

   It was a wonderful Presbyterian pastor, Mr. Rogers, who taught children what his mother taught 
him.  “Look for the helpers.”  And we have seem an enormous outpouring of helpers this past week.  
For some, National Guard, military, sheriffs and police, it is their job.  Their work is spectacular.  So 
many, many, though, just heard the call for anyone with a boat, and started helping.  I heard one 
reporter ask a man with a boat what he planned to do.  “I’m going to try and save some lives,” he 
replied.   

   Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is already on the ground in Texas, assessing damage to Presbyter-
ian churches and members, and offering counseling to front-line caregivers.  The counseling is PDA’s 
specialty, a vital service that a relatively small organization can offer.  In addition, at least one Pres-
byterian church is serving as a shelter.  It is critical that we do all we can to help the folks of Texas.  
After Katrina, Presbyterians hosted work groups and PDA remained on the ground for more than 
five years.  Harvey harmed a much larger area, so it may take far longer. 

  Last year, the Eastern Regional Ministry Team packed up Clean Up Buckets for PDA to distribute to 
folks who needed help after a disaster.  I have no doubt that some of those buckets are in use in 
Texas now. 

   There is one more thing, however.  Presbyterians have always stood for education.  We do not see 
a conflict between Bible and science.  And so, when Psalm 24 tells us that “The earth is the 
Lord’s”  (a more direct translations would be “The land belongs to God.”), we must recognize our 
responsibility to care for the earth.  We have not done this well, and the increase in flooding seen 
on three continents should inspire us to care for our world.  Global warming is real.  There will be 
more disasters. It is our obligation to do all that we can to help relieve those who are harmed, and 
to prevent where we can.  Recycle, reduce, reuse.  We can never know what an accumulation of 
small things makes us among the helpers.  Peace, 
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Jesus said “Come and follow me.”  What does fol-

lowing Jesus look like?  Exactly who is it we are to 

follow? 

Starting September 17, we will study the Rebel Je-

sus who calls us, using a book of that title by pastor 

and author Mike Slaughter. We will consider what 

this Jesus might have meant when he said 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny them-

selves and take up their cross daily and follow 

me” (Luke 9:23). 

Each third Sunday we will enjoy our Kirk Lunch and then retire to the library to exam-

ine our concept of Jesus, and his teachings based on Scripture.  Study books are 

available on the Welcome table.  Join us in this insightful study. 

 

HELP. Our Church takes fruit to Feed My 

Sheep one week in the months with 5   

Thursdays. We need a volunteer to take over 

this task. See Annette Haskins for more     

details.  

Our backpack project is back on! Our first backpacks were filled on 

August 16, 2017. We hope you can join us every Wednesday at 

1pm to fill backpacks and make sure they all have something to 

eat over the weekends.  



After worship services on  
September 13th, the Presby-
terian Women hosted a high 
tea for the congregation. Many 
of us wore hats to church to 
remember some of the women 
who are in our cloud of        
witnesses. We served tea and 
cookies and introduced the 
2017-2018 PW Study, “Cloud 
of Witnesses.” Refreshments 
were provided by Eve Couch, 

Nancy Fuller, Kriss Harris, Annette Haskins, and April Adams.  

All women are invited to join us for this study of the Book of Hebrews. The study fo-

cuses on the importance of community in the Christian faith. The first meeting will be 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017, from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm in the church library. After 

this initial meeting, we will meet the second Tuesday of each month at 11:00 am 

through May 2018. Study books are available for $10. If you are able, please pick up 

your book on Sunday. April Adams, PW Moderator will have them available.  



Choral Scholars 

Our Choral Scholars are on fire! They are back and ready to grace us with 
their angelic voices. We are going two introduce you to two Scholars this month.  

Meet Caitlin Felts and Caleb Cline: 

Hey there! My name is Caitlin Felts and this     

semester marks the beginning of my Junior year at 

Northeastern State University. I am a Multimedia 

Studies major with a minor in music. Undecided as to 

what I would like to pursue as a career after college,  

I very much enjoy photography, cinematography, 

YouTube, and singing/playing music in my free time.  

I am originally from Muskogee and graduated from 

Hilldale High School in 2015. After participating in the 

church choir for one semester, I am thrilled to be returning for the next academic 

school year on scholarship! 

Hello everyone! As most of you already 

know, my name is Caleb Cline and I am a 

Senior Vocal Performance major at North-

eastern State University. This is my fourth 

semester here at the church and I am 

thrilled to be spending my last year here 

with you! After I graduate in May I am look-

ing to do an internship at a church or camp 

in Northwest Arkansas and begin doing full 

time Ministry the year after. I am from    

Broken Arrow, Oklahoma and graduated 

from Broken Arrow High School in 2014 

where I was highly involved in the performing arts. I am excited to get to know 

all of you better and serve here during my last year of college. Thanks again for 

having me! - Caleb Cline 



Our mission of the Month is Dwight Mission.  

   If you are driving east on I-40 in Arkansas, and get off at Exit 78, for Russellville, you will 

pass by a sign that commemorates the first location of Dwight Mission.  Dwight was estab-

lished there in 1821 to serve the Arkansas Cherokees.  It had been requested by Principal 

Chief Tahlonteskee, and was begun by Cephas Washburn.  It served as a school, but oper-

ated almost as a small town, with 24 buildings. 

   When the Eastern Cherokee were removed to what is now Oklahoma, the Arkansas Cher-

okee were also moved.  Dwight was relocated to its present location near Marble City. 

(Author’s note:  If you are going to Dwight, you do not turn at Marble City.)  It was operated 

as a school by the Cherokee Nation.  It was burned to the ground during the Civil War, and 

reopened in 1886, with help from the Presbyterian Women’s Board of Home Missions.  It 

served as a school until 1948.   

   In 1950, Dwight was purchased by what was then the Synod of Oklahoma.  It began to op-

erate as a camp, and many Presbyterians and others have fond memories of church camp 

at Dwight.   

   Dwight continues to be owned by a board related to the three Presbyteries in Oklahoma.  

Presbyterian children and teens continue to enjoy summer camp there.  In addition to our 

mission giving, our congregation pays half of the tuition for any child or grandchild of a mem-

ber who wishes to attend.  A number of our youth have taken advantage of this in the last 

several years.  In addition, Presbyterian churches and presbyteries have meetings at 

Dwight.  The Eastern Regional Ministry Team of Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery held a won-

derful event planned by Annette Haskins at Dwight last fall.  Other organizations also meet 

at Dwight.  Each year, the fourth graders of Van Buren, Arkansas, spend three days and two 

nights camping at Dwight and learning about nature.  The Quarterly Meeting of Arkansas 

and Oklahoma Quakers meets at Dwight at least once a year.  These are just two of many 

such groups. 

   Dwight Mission is an important part of being Presbyterian in Oklahoma, and we are glad to 

help this ministry continue. 

Mission of the Month: 



 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
10:00 Membership   

      Committee 

11:00 Worship  

    & Communion 

12:00 Congregational   

             Birthday  Party 

4 

 

Labor Day 

(Office 

Closed) 

5 

Presbyterian 

Women 

11am 

6 

Backpacks 

1pm 

7 

Omnibus 

Due 

8 9 

10 

11:00 Worship  

         

11 12 

 

13 

Backpacks 

1pm 

14 

6:30pm  

Session 

15 

Presbytery 

@Dwight   

Mission 

16 
Presbytery 

@Dwight   

Mission 

17 

11:00 Worship  

12:00 Kirk Lunch 

 Kirk Lunch & 

Learn 

18 

(Office 

Closed) 

19 20 

1:00pm 

Backpacks  
5:00 

N’hood  

Dinner 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 

10am 

Staff 

Meeting 

27 

Backpacks 

1pm 

28 

6pm 

Deacons 

29 30 
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August Birthday Picture 

 
Linda Stewart    10 

Mike Condren    13 

Danny Medearis   15 

Judy Gipson    15 

Jaedyn Scott    21 

Jimmer Harris    21  

Grace Hartsoe    22 

Karmen Green    28 



 

 

Session Notes 
August 10, 2017 
 
The 7 member session met on Aug. 10, 2017, with 6 members present. 
They heard and or acted on the following items of business: 
 Minutes of Stated Meeting June 8, 2017 approved 
 Minutes of Meeting of the Whole July 23, 2017 approved 
 Average worship attendance for June was 32/week 
 Average worship attendance for July 39/week 
 Average number of persons engaged on Facebook during June and July 

was 6/week 
 Reviewed the choral scholar contract 
 Adopted the agenda 
 Next meeting will be Sept 14, 2017 
 Learned we are still outspending our income and are using our reserves 

(savings) 
 Lisa Pinnick is keeping up the webpage and Facebook 
 Co-chairs for Nominating Team are Annette Haskins & Anne Davey 
 Jan will be on vacation & Study Leave for two weeks during the month of 

October 
 The new Administrative Assistant, Michaela Wright, is doing a great job 
 Approved giving Michaela a day off in order for her to attend a workshop 

on Information and Technology at the September Presbytery meeting 
held at Dwight Mission. 

 
Bonnie J. Smith 
 
Clerk of Session 

Session Notes  



 

 

 

 

 2017 Financials 



 

Dru Baker Gerald & Louise Mabray 

         (Sandy Baker’s granddaughter)       (Marilyn Girdner’s parents) 

Melvin Baker (April Adams’ father) Arlie Manship 

Sandy Baker   David & Shirley McDonald 

Cathy Biele (cousin of Mike Condren)          (friends of the Condrens) 

Mary Carlile Dana O'Dell 

Scott Cruanes Janice & Jay Paxton-adoption 

       (Virginia Cruanes’ father-in-law) Tom Pettit (husband of Delores’ niece) 

Al & Virginia Douthitt Karri Polson 

       (Mary Ann Heck’s brother)          (niece of Mary Ann Heck) 

Jay Dye The Family of Laura Pumpkin 

Claudine Flores              (niece of Margaret White) 

David & Katerina Fuller-adoption Cathy Sanders  

Steve Gillman- Terminal Pancreatic Cancer           (Eve Couch's daughter) 

                      Principal of Grandview  David Sanders 

Kim Harris-cancer Pat Scott 

        (Kriss Harris’ daughter-in-law) Steve Smith (Karmen's father)  

The Family of Jimmy Hicks Nathan Webb 

Nancy Henley Chuck Workman 

Jesse Henley Joanne Winter 

Boyd Hogner                (Mary Ann Heck’s step-daughter’s mother) 

The Family of Janelle Lehman  Kenny Young (friend of Condrens) 

  

Please let the office know if you have someone to add to the prayer list. 



 

 

 

Canned Vegetables 

15 ounces 

 Giving 

 Missions 
 

September:  Dwight Mission 

$300 

It’s a surprise! 

Just bring a dessert. 

Dwight Mission September 8-10 FALL CRAFT RETREAT 
Join us for a 3-day Retreat at Dwight Mission. All supplies will be provided. Friday 
evening you will be welcomed with a snack reception and settle into your room.     
Dining Hall will serve Saturday’s breakfast, lunch, and dinner and Sunday morning 
brunch.  

COST: $100/Adult (*2 nights dorm accommodations and 4 meals)  

Each craft has corresponding materials costs.  

Children age 7 and under eat and stay FREE. Only pay for their art.  

REGISTER ONLINE https://dwightmission.campbrainregistraion.com 

Craft 1: Halloween Tulle Wreath (+$35) 

Craft 2: Pumpkin Blocks (+$30) 

Craft 3: Reversible Board     

Scarecrow/Snowman (+$35) 


