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    It’s Christmas time.  Lights are going up on houses all over town.  Every store is playing 

Christmas carols and songs.  Shoppers are looking for the perfect presents for people they 

love.   

   On Christmas Day, God gave the perfect present to the people God loves, to all of us.  Je-

sus “did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, tak-

ing the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.” (Philippians 2:6-7)   

   The greatest Christmas gift of all was when God became human for us.  Self-giving is 

God’s way of relating to us humans, self-giving so great that God was willing, in one of my 

favorite pictures, to let us change his diapers. 

   God could have come in many ways.  In several places, God is pictured as coming to us 

as a great king, just like a Roman Emperor.  But that is not the way God chose to come. 

   I am writing this on “Giving Tuesday.”  Having had a massive party of in-store shopping at 

major stores on Friday, in small businesses on Saturday, and online on cyber Monday, we 

are now asked to give to others on Tuesday.  My inbox has been full of requests for money 

today; yours probably has been, too.  More importantly, people in 98 countries are finding 

both obvious and unusual ways to give.  And Time Magazine says that evidence supports 

the idea that Giving Tuesday is new giving, not just money folks want to give moved to one 

particular day. 

   We are made in the image of God.  God’s nature is to give.  It is in our nature to give as 

well—to give of our time, our money, our God-given abilities.  God is like that not just on De-

cember 25 and the weeks leading up to it, but everyday of the year, in every part of the uni-

verse. 

    We cannot give as much as God did.  But we can each of us school ourselves to make 

giving ever more a visible part of our individual nature.  How much better our world can be! 

     Peace, 
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A Christmas Dream 
Season’s Greetings! 

The First Presbyterian Chancel Choir of Tahlequah delightfully invites 

you to A Christmas Dream, a musical celebration of the birth of Jesus 

Christ! We have created a program that will bring a refreshing and energet-

ic message to you this Christmas season. Our program will showcase the 

wondrous tones of our Bell Choir, as well as the diverse musical back-

grounds of our choral scholars. Expect to hear classic favorites, such as 

our energy-packed “God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman,” beautiful solo pieces 

like “Gesu Bambino” and many more! You should fully expect to have your 

snowflakes blown away by our beautiful Christmas sounds. So grab your 

sweater, warm up the cider, and join us for a program that will truly deliver 

the spirit of Christmas!  



December 24, 2017 
We will have worship on Sunday, December 24, at 11:00 am.  This will be a 

somewhat informal service.   Come ready to sing carols and enjoy the sea-

son before a busy afternoon.  Then come back at 5 pm for our Christmas 

Eve service. 

Don’t miss the Christmas Eve Worship Service at 5:00 pm on Sunday, 

December 24, Christmas Eve.  We will retell the story of Christmas 

through scripture and carols.  We will celebrate Christmas Eve    

Communion.  We will end by singing “Silent Night” by candlelight.   

Be sure and join us for this special service. 

 

SPREAD THE JOY 
It’s the season for giving, and what better way to give to others than 

through the Christmas Joy Offering.  The Joy Offering is one of two      

Presbyterian offerings that our church has traditionally participated in. 

One half of this offering is used to give assistance to retired pastors.   

Housing can be a problem for those pastors who have lived in church    

manses.  Financial help is sometimes needed when large unexpected ex-

penses exceed the retiree’s pension and savings.  Many of our retired pas-

tors worked in small churches at low wages, and their pensions do not cov-

er emergencies. 

The other half of the Joy Offering goes to assist racial and ethnic schools 

and colleges.  Many students in these educational institutions are the first 

in their families to finish high school and attend college.  Because of our 

giving, they are provided an opportunity to lead stable and productive lives. 

You will find envelopes in the pews throughout Advent to receive your    

giving to others.  Together we can spread the joy of Christmas. 



 Santa is Coming  

If you come to Kirk Lunch on Sunday, December 

17th at 12pm you just might be able to see a 

very special guest. He slides down the chimney 

on Christmas Eve to put presents under the tree. 

He likes milk and cookies and can tell who has 

been naughty or nice. He might even have an 

early present  for you! So join us on Sunday,   

December 17th and get a chance to see Santa! 

 

Christmas Carols 
December 3: O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

   Star Child       

   Still, Still, Still  
 

December 10: Go Tell It on the Mountain 

   O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

December 17: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing   

   Angels We Have Heard on High 

   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 

December 24: Away in a Manger 

   The First Nowell 

   Joy to the World! 



SHOWING GOD’S LOVE 

As Jan has been contemplating her retirement, your Session has been working 

diligently to identify our way forward as a congregation.  There are many decisions to 

make, both for your Session and for the congregation. 

 One of the great joys your Session has experienced through this exercise has 

been the realization of how many vital ministries First Presbyterian Church provides.  

This is an active congregation and we need to take the time to recognize all that God 

has given us to do.  As we progress, we may let go of some of these activities and 

God may lead us into new avenues of service.  But in this moment, let us rejoice in 

the ministries God has given us that enable us to show the love of God to our commu-

nity. 

 Through our operating budget we tithe our income by giving to our Presbytery 

and local charities.  This year we donated to Dwight Mission, Habitat for Humanity, Ev-

ergreen Ministries, CASA, C.A.R.E. Pantry, Hope House, Help-In-Crisis and Feed My 

Sheep. 

 Our outreach to Grand View School has evolved over time.  Until school finan-

cial problems caused disruptions, many were tutoring second grade students in read-

ing and math.  A dedicated band shows up every Wednesday afternoon to assemble 

backpack food for children who need a 

little more nutrition over the weekend.  At 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, we provide 

food vouchers to families in the backpack 

program thanks to your generous dona-

tions to Christmas in July. 

 For seven years we have provided 

neighbors and others with a dinner every third 

Wednesday evening.  Karmen Green and 

Bonnie Smith, along with a host of others, 

have cooked, cleaned and brought deserts to 

serve these friends.  In conjunction with this 

ministry, Anne Davey has maintained the 

clothes closet with your generous donations. 



 Each Sunday we are blessed by the beautiful music provided by our choir, in-

cluding our four Choral Scholars.  The faithful donations of the   congregation provide 

scholarships for these young people.  We pray that they are as blessed to be with us 

as we are to have them here! 

 This year we began our Fifth Sunday Mission initiative.  Each fifth Sunday we 

move to Fellowship Hall from the Sanctuary to complete a project to help others.  We 

made dry soup mix for the C.A.R.E. Pantry.  Then we assembled twenty boxes of 

classroom supplies for kindergarten 

through second grade teachers at 

Grand View.  Finally, we made Hug 

Me dolls for the city hospital.  We 

have found these activities to be a 

rewarding addition to our worship ex-

perience.  Your contributions to the 

Birthday Fund make Fifth Sunday 

Mission projects possible. 

 Finally, we cannot overlook the 

work of our Deacons.  Partially fund-

ed by your fifth Sunday donations to 

the Deacon’s Fund, they provide 

food and gas vouchers as well as assist with rent, utilities and medications for our 

neighbors struggling to get by.  They also maintain a food pantry for people in dire 

need who would otherwise go hungry while they waited for their voucher request to be 

processed.   

 Through all of these activities, the impact of First Presbyterian Church is felt 

throughout the community, and the love of God is experienced by many.  As we find 

our way forward into the future, let us remember what God has given us to do and let 

us rejoice. 



READING TOGETHER IN 2018 

It is December, and we are nearly through reading the Psalms 

together.  It has been a rich and rewarding adventure.  I hope that 

you have fallen in love with the rich poetry and the deep insights in-

to God’s love and care for his people, both when the psalms were 

written and in our time. 

In January we will begin reading the Gospels and Acts.  As we 

start through Matthew we will look closely at the words of Jesus.  

What exactly did Jesus say during his time on earth, and what do 

those words mean for us?  We will have a reading schedule ready 

soon and we encourage everyone to join together to hear Christ’s 

Word speak to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, December 3, we will have a special guest.             

Rev. Vincent Kalua, of the Synod of Livingstonia will deliver the  

sermon and participate in worship with us.  For twenty years now, 

Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery has partnered with the Synod of   

Livingstonia in Malawi.  Some years ago, Darry Carlstone spent a 

summer in Malawi teaching physics.  Please join us! 

Guest Speaker From Malawi 



 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

10:00 Membership   Committee 

10:45 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Worship  

    & Communion 

12:00 Congregational   

             Birthday  Party 

4 5 

EOP 

Presbyterian 

Church of 

Muskogee 

6 

1pm  

Backpacks 

6:15pm Bell 

Choir 

7:00pm 

Choir 

7 8 9 

10 

10:45 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Christmas Concert 

11 12 

11am 

PW 

13 

1pm  

Backpacks 

14 15 16 

17 

10:45 Morning Prayer 
11:00 Worship 

12:00 Kirk Lunch  

18 19 20 

1pm  

Backpacks 

5:00pm NH 

Dinner 

21 22 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

23 

24 

10:45 Morning Prayer 
11:00 Worship 

5:00 Christmas Eve worship 

25 

Christmas Day 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

26 

 

27 28 

 

29 30 

31 

10:45 Morning Prayer  
11:00 Worship 

      

Jan’s on vacation 



 

November   

Birthday      

Pictures 

 

 Sue Bynum   1 

Pat Scott   6 

Lyle Haskins  6 

Robert Medearis 7 

Sandy Baker  12 

Hansen Johnson 14 

Allison Sells  15 

Sheila Tuggy   29 



Stated Session Meeting Notes 

November 13, 2017 

The session of First Presbyterian Church met on November 13, 2017, they heard and/
or acted on the following items of business. 

Rev. Jon Watt, our liaison from Committee on Ministry was a visitor 

 Approved the minutes of the stated meeting October 12, 2017 

 Approved minutes of called meeting October 22, 2017 

 Learned that the 30 families of the Backpack program will receive $25.00     
Thanksgiving vouchers for food. 

 Learned that we are still spending more than we receive and are having to        
withdraw from our reserves. 

 Poinsettias will be for sale beginning 12/3/17 

 Approved the Commissioned Pastors Contract Applications for Annette Haskins & 
Bonnie Smith beginning February 1, 2018. 

 Learned that one of the delegation from Malawi will preach at Tahlequah, First on 
12/3/17 

 Learned that Tahlequah, First will host the Eastern Region Ministry Council on 
11/18/17 

 Discussed security of the church.  In light of all the violence that is happening in 
churches around the country, we need to be more alert regarding who enters the 
building on Sunday morning. Will ask Greg Simon to lock all exit doors except the 
front entrance when worship service begins on Sunday mornings.  

 The meeting adjourned  and Rev. Jan excused herself.  The session had a discus-
sion with Rev Jon Watt regarding our way forward. These ideas will be presented to 
the congregation at a later date. 

Bonnie Smith 

Clerk of Session 



 



 

Please let the office know if you have someone to add to the prayer list. 

Dru Baker Boyd Hogner           

         (Sandy Baker’s granddaughter) Arlie Manship 

Cathy Biele (cousin of Mike Condren) David & Shirley McDonald 

Scott Cruanes          (friends of the Condrens) 

       (Virginia Cruanes’ father-in-law) Janice & Jay Paxton-adoption 

Jay Dye Tom Pettit (husband of Delores’ 

David & Katerina Fuller-adoption Cathy Sanders  

Steve Gillman- Terminal Pancreatic          (Eve Couch's daughter) 

                      Principal of Grand View  David Sanders 

Jennifer Grantham Pat Scott 

Kim Harris-cancer Nathan Webb 

        (Kriss Harris’ daughter-in-law) Aaron Wright  (Michaela’s husband) 

Jesse Henley Kenny Young (friend of Condrens) 

 Emmy and Family (Pat’s neighbor) 

 

December  

 Canned tuna fish 



December 

Neighborhood Dinner 

December 20, 5:00 pm 

Beef Stroganoff,  

Salad, and Dessert. 

Virtual Advent Calendar 

For several years now, First Presbyterian Church has maintained a Virtual Ad-

vent Calendar, complete with virtual chocolate, on our Facebook page and website.  

It is such a great idea that the Church of Scotland, home of Presbyterianism has cop-

ied us.  (Okay, maybe they didn’t actually see ours and just decided it is a good idea 

on their own.)  So be sure to follow our calendar, starting December 3.  You will find a 

scripture, some comments, an activity, and some completely calorie-free chocolate. 
 

On December 5, Bonnie Smith concludes her time as 

Stated Clerk of Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery.  For six 

years, Bonnie has commuted back and forth to Tulsa 

twice a week.  The Stated Clerk is the highest          

constitutionally elected officer in the Presbytery.      

Bonnie has traveled all over this part of the state,   

reading minutes and visiting churches.  She has      

represented the Presbytery as an observer at General 

Assembly, and at a variety of regional and national 

conferences.  Please be sure to congratulate Bonnie when you see it. 

On that same day, I will conclude my service as Moderator of Eastern           

Oklahoma Presbytery.  I want to thank the session and the congregation for allowing 

me to serve in this way.  It has been a great honor.  Although I will be retired, I will still 

be Moderator of Council next year, and Kriss Harris has agreed to serve on Council 

at least one more year, for which I am grateful.  Thanks to all of you for supporting 

me. 


