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Jottings from Jan 
    It’s November, the month for Thanksgiving, the gateway to Christmas joy. 

   Thanksgiving is the basis of our spirituality.  God has given us the gift of life, and wants us 
to enjoy it.  God has set us in a good world.  In this time of year, the earth is especially 
beautiful.  This is a good time to thank God for that beauty. 

   Each November, we come to a time of counting our blessings.  Each of us has a different 
list:  parents, children, job, retirement, a place to live, friends to share life’s joys and sor-
rows, the list is long for each of us.  It is important that we thank God for these gifts, that 
we remember they came not by our own hands, but by the grace of God.  By the grace of 
God, we are born into a nation and a family that gives us advantages.  We should never for-
get that.  By the grace of God, we have our skills, by the grace of God we are in places 
where we can use our skills to serve God’s people.  By the grace of God, we have friends 
and family who support and encourage, who multiply our joys and divide our sorrows. 

   By the grace of God, Mike and I have spent these last seven plus years in ministry with 
First Presbyterian Church.  It has been the honor of my life.  Here I have been with you in 
joys and sorrows, in successes and failures.  Here I have made some mistakes and you have 
helped me do my best to overcome them.  Here I have done ministry in ways I had never 
imagined, and here I have grown in ways that have surprised me. 

   But to each of us comes the time to offer our gratitude and move on to the next stage of 
life.  For a number of personal reasons, I have decided to retire from First Presbyterian 
Church, and to ask the Presbytery to be termed “Honorably Retired,” effective January 31, 
2018.  It has been the honor of my life to be your pastor, and I love so many of you dearly.  
The church, as well, is in a time of transition, and your session has been discussing this for 
some time.   

   Mike and I will stay in Tahlequah, at least for now, and I will be Moderator of Council for 
Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery in 2018.  I hope to see many of you around town and to 
know about your joys and sorrows.  But I will not be your pastor.  There’s a part of me that 
feels sorrow at that.  But there is another part of me that sees so many of you growing as 
God’s children in retirement.   That part is excited to see what God has in store for me and 
for Mike next.  I will continue to pray for you, and I hope you will continue to pray for me.   

   God has a plan for you and for me.  Let us each do all we can to fulfill God’s dreams for 
God’s people in this place.    Peace, 
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† believes in Jesus Christ, 
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† and ministers to human need. 
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Sunday Worship  

11:00 am 



5th Sunday Mission: Hug-Me Dolls  

for Tahlequah City Hospital 



 CHRISTMAS 

 CAROLS 
IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 

AGAIN! 
It’s time to think of your favorite Christmas songs and submit them to 

the office.  All songs submitted will be placed in a drawing.  We will select 

songs for the Sundays of Advent in this drawing. Feel free to request any 

carol or Christmas song you like (must be appropriate for congregational 

singing, must be Christian). We are expert at finding hymns that aren’t 

in our hymnal, and we have the copyright license to reproduce them. You 

can call or email Michaela in the office at 918-456-2277 or 

fpc_thq@sbcglobal.net to submit your songs. There will also be a 

form in the bulletin during November to write your requests and put them 

in the offering.   The deadline to submit your songs is November 26, and 

we will start singing them December 3.  Let’s make this a joyous Advent! 



Friends,  

This past month, the church has received  

many letters. We received letters from Park 

Hill Presbyterian, First Presbyterian 

Church in Oklahoma City,                    

First Presbyterian Church in Sapulpa, and 

First Christian-Presbyterian Church of 

Pryor. Each of these churches prayed for 

our church, for a whole week. Isn’t that 

wonderful! They remembered us and lifted 

us up in prayer. We are all united through 

Christ. 

“How good and pleasant it is 

   when God’s people live together in unity!” 

 - Psalm 133:1 (NIV) 

 



Prayers for our church: 
Be sure to join us for 5 minutes of payer for the church 

each Sunday morning at 10:45 

 

 

How can we pay the Choral Scholars? 

There are not enough people in worship. 

We don't have enough money. 

 

 
 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

1pm Backpacks 

6:15pm Bell Choir 

7:00pm Choir 

2 3 4 

5 

10:00 Membership   Committee 

10:45 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Worship  

    & Communion 

12:00 Congregational   

             Birthday  Party 

6 

Council 

7 

11am 

PW 

 

Omnibus 

Due 

8 

1pm Backpacks 

6:15pm Bell Choir 

7:00pm Choir 

9 10 11 

12 

10:45 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Worship 

12:00 Worship  

Committee Meeting 

13 

6:30pm   

Session 

14 15 

1pm Backpacks 

5:00pm NH Dinner 

6:15pm Bell Choir 

7:00pm Choir 

16 17 18 

10am 

ERMT 

19 
10:45 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Worship 

12:00 Kirk Lunch  

20 21 22 

 

23 

Thanksgiving 

Day 

24 25 

26 
10:45 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Worship 

27 28 29 

1pm Backpacks 

6:15pm Bell Choir 

7:00pm Choir 

30   

Thanksgiving Break 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duane Bullard     2 

Lorna Gibbs    2 

Sandra Laney    4 

Christine Bean    9 

George Bullard   12 

Delores Manship   13 

John McCluskey   16 

James Medearis   20  

Will Medearis     20 

Addison Sells    21 

October Birthday 

Picture  

and Farwell 



 

 

Session Notes 
September & October 
 

Session met in September and October and heard and/or 

acted on the following items of business. 

 Voted to allow Karmen Green to remain on the Board of 

Deacons if elected (she is willing to serve and no one else 

was willing to serve). 

 Called a meeting of congregation to elect 2020 officers. 

 Approved Lay Preacher agreements for Annette Haskins 

& Bonnie Smith. 

 Voted to allow Hansen use of the choir room for voice       

lessons. 

 Worry cards will be in the pew racks for members to write 

their concerns and we will pray about them during the 

week and on the following Sunday morning. 

 Voted to continue the 5
th
 Sunday mission projects. 

 Voted to continue the Birthday celebrations the first     

Sunday of each month. 

 Discussed the implications of Jan’s retirement. 

 

Bonnie Smith 

Clerk of Session  

Session Notes  



 

 
 2017 Financials 



 

Please let the office know if you have someone to add to the prayer list. 

Dru Baker Arlie Manship 

         (Sandy Baker’s granddaughter) David & Shirley McDonald 

The Family of Melvin Baker (April Adams’ father)          (friends of the Condrens) 

Cathy Biele (cousin of Mike Condren) Janice & Jay Paxton-adoption 

Scott Cruanes Tom Pettit (husband of Delores’ niece) 

       (Virginia Cruanes’ father-in-law) Cathy Sanders  

David & Katerina Fuller-adoption          (Eve Couch's daughter) 

Steve Gillman- Terminal Pancreatic Cancer  David Sanders 

                      Principal of Grandview  Pat Scott 

Kim Harris-cancer Nathan Webb 

        (Kriss Harris’ daughter-in-law) Aaron Wright  (Michaela’s husband) 

Jesse Henley Kenny Young (friend of Condrens) 

Boyd Hogner            

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

15 ounces canned  

pinto, kidney, or black beans  

Thanksgiving Dinner  

Just bring a dessert. 

The Family of Steve Smith would 

like to say thank you to everyone for all 

of the calls, prayers, cards, and  

messages that they 

received during  

Steve’s illness and 

passing.  


