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Throughout my adolescence, it felt like I lived in the 

hospital.  Waiting seemed to be the reoccurring lesson 

that always loomed.  Before the advent of at-home 

nebulizers and long acting bronchial steroids, running 

to the ER was part of my treatment plan whenever my 

emergency inhaler failed to control my asthma.  And, 

that is where the lesson in waiting would occur.  Wait 

to see what the doctor says.  Wait to find out if I’ll be 

admitted or discharged.  Wait for pharmacy to fill the 

prescriptions. Wait for the medicines to start working. 

The season of Advent is another time of waiting. Some 

of us look forward to the season with expectant joy, 

while others cannot wait until it too becomes a 

memory.  Before we begin a new Christian calendar, 

before we start to sing holiday carols, I’d like to take a 

moment to ponder the moment before the countdown 

to Christmas begins.  Let’s wait a minute to enjoy the 

sound of the leaves crunching beneath our feet, to feel 

the bite of the cold air, and say a little thanks for the 

shirt on our backs. Let’s take an extra minute to enjoy 

a moment of silence over a hot beverage to mutter a 

few prayers of thanksgiving.  Maybe as we sit at the 

light waiting for it to turn green, we can promise 

ourselves that we’ll spend a little more time enjoying 

life instead of counting everything that seems to 

running against us.   

As we face another calendar countdown to Christmas 

we are reminded that all of us face this time of waiting.  

Some of us wait with our hopes and joy, some with 

fear and loss.  But if we only look towards the future to 

see what is in store, then we miss seeing Christ in our 
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midst holding up our head, or 

perhaps guiding us to see through 

his eyes what the future holds in 

store.   

Christmas isn’t just a date on the 

calendar.  It is a memorable lesson 

that helps us realize that Christ 

waits with us until the fullness of 

time is complete.  And that is a 

lesson we all could use wherever 

we are and for whatever lies 

ahead.  

Blessings and peace to you and 

your family, 

Rev. Tammy Schmidt   

In this issue 
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2021 Directory Final Notice  

 

It’s time for the 2021 Church Directory!  
 
If you have any information to be updated 
such as phone numbers, addresses, or emails, 
please contact us with the changes at the 
office email. This is the final notice to submit 
your changes by the end of December.   
 

Office Email: office@firstprestahlequah.com 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

“ Don’t just 
count your years, 
make your years  
count.”- George Meredith 

Henley Green             12-02 

Pat Scott                      12-06 

Lyle Haskins                12-06 

Robert Medearis       12-07 

Sandy Baker               12-08 

Allison Sells                 12-15 

Kyleigh Green             12-24 

Sheila Tuggy                12-29 

15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, 

the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who 

would believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 

only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.            - Timothy 1:15-17 
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                             Schedule For Advent Candle Lighters   

Acolytes  

11/29 - Krissy, Jimbo, and Jimmer Harris 

12/6 - Karmen, Ariana, 
Henley, and Kyleigh 
Green & Bonnie Smith 

12/13 - The Rev. Tammy 
and Greg Schmidt 

12/20 - Joshua and 
Melissa Bliss 

12/24 - Jerry and April 
Adams 

 
December:  

15oz Canned Fruit 
 

Mon & Wed 

10am - 12:30pm 

Fri 

!0am - 11am 



 

4 

Christmas Joy 

The Christmas Joy offering is one way we join together as 

Presbyterians from around the country to meet the needs of 

vulnerable people we might not be ale to meet as individuals or 

as single congregations. 

Rev. Dr. Pattison has been living with multiple sclerosis for 

years.  As his health has recently forced him to retire, gifts from 

the Christmas Joy Offering have come to have special meaning 

for him.  A grant from the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions allowed him to 

purchase a specialized scooter that made it possible for him to continue his ministry as 

the solo pastor of the Community Presbyterian Church of Lombard, Illinois.  Now that 

he is fully retired, the Board of Pensions is also providing support and assistance as 

Rev. Pattison navigates the Social Security Administration system.  “They tell me what 

they need, and they just kind of get the job done,” he explains.  “Just to know you have 

someone there to help you navigate all the red tape is so helpful.”  When we give to 

the Christmas Joy Offering, we join with all Presbyterians to support the needs of 

Pastors and Church workers who face critical situations in their lives. 

Officially, the Presbyterian Pan American School is a Christian international 

college-preparatory boarding school located in Kingsville, Texas, but to Adelite 

Hategeka it is a second home filled with family from around the world.  Adelite just 

completed her senior year at Pan Am.  She was born in Kigali, Rwanda, and moved with 

her family to Niger when she was just seven years old after her father got a new job.  In 

her four years at PAN Am, she’s taken on some important roles—as Campus Ministry 

president and as leader of the Random Acts of Kindness Program.  According to Pan 

Am’s website, “graduates go on to lives and professions that bring positive changes to 

the world by upholding the Christian ideals of love, service and community.”  That is 

exactly what Adelite hopes to do, thanks to the scholarship she received, supported by 

Christmas Joy Offering gifts.  When we give to the Christmas Joy offering, we join with 

all Presbyterians to provide education and leadership development skills at 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 

Give generously as we support these vital ministries.  Mark your gift “Joy”, or use 

the envelopes in the pews. 
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Session Notes 
Stated Session Meeting 
First Presbyterian Church 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
November 11, 2020 
 

Present: Moderator Tammy Schmidt, Clerk Bonnie Smith, April Adams, Anne Davey, Annette Haskins, Lyle Haskins. 

A quorum was established.  

Moderator Tammy called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm, opened with prayer and lighting of Christ Candle. The mod-
erator read a Devotion by Henri Nowen written for November 10. 

Joys and concerns of congregation and community were shared. 

Omnibus Motion was approved less minutes of October meeting (will be in the Dec. packet) 

• Average attendance for October was 28/Sunday. 

Next meeting will be on December 8th at 5:30 pm and will include the newly elected officers. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Worship—Held a meeting to plan Advent Services. 

Discussed how Acolytes are doing and it was felt they are doing a good job.  

Home Communion was discussed and referred to the Deacons when they meet in January. 

Motion was made to hire professional vocalists to sing hymns and special music replacing Hansen Johnson 
came from committee and passed 

Motion to offer Poinsettias for sale costing $15.00 each came from committee and passed. 

Mission—the Fifth Sunday project for November for each 1st grade student at Grandview has been enhanced. 
Grandview is purchasing books for all second graders in our name. We will tie each book with narrow ribbon and attach 
a card encouraging reading and in includes our name as donor. Unless something happens between now and Decem-
ber, Tammy, Tom Jefferson and Annette will read to the classes and hand out the books. 

Christmas for kids campaign is going well. We have collected enough for 16 families. 

• Christian Education—In the event there will be no Childrens Message on Sunday please notify the CE committee so 
they will know when to leave with the children for Sunday School. 

Property—Motion to formalize an agreement with Greg Schmidt to allow him use of an upstairs office in lieu of pay-
ment for his services for maintaining  the web page, recording and posting worship service, etc was made, seconded, 
discussed and passed. 

New business: 

Covid—when should we stop in person worship? 

Suggestion-cancel in person worship and post worship online until we can purchase equipment to allow us to 
worship in the parking lot through our car radios. 

Motion to purchase for $129.00 the equipment hookup to broadcast worship service to our car radios in the 
parking lot beginning Nov. 29, 2020 was made, seconded, discussed and passed. 

Presbytery sent Covid-19 Update (see attached). 

Committee of Inquiry-- (report attached). 

Motion to conclude and excuse the Committee of Inquiry was made, seconded and passed 

Clerk Report—received letter from University of the Ozarks regarding their annual fund raising campaign. 

The meeting adjourned, closed with prayer and extinguishing Christ Candle at 6:42 pm. 

Bonnie Smith, Clerk of Session 
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 Poinsettia Orders 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to 

Christmas For Kids this year.  Along with the 

remainder of the funds from a Presbytery 

grant, we were able to give a $35 food 

voucher to each backpack family at Thanks-

giving, and will give them another voucher 

for Christmas.  However, because our       

contribution period was shortened by the 

Coronavirus, we will deplete our Christmas 

for Kids fund.  You can still contribute.   

Simply mark your contribution for the   

Christmas for Kids designated fund. 

Christmas For Kids! 

Poinsettia orders 
are now being taken 
for Advent. They are 
$15 each. An envelope 
with the quantity, and 
name will be available 
in the Sunday bulletin 
and upon request.  
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Roman
s 15:13 

"May the 

God of 

hope fill 

you with 

joy and 

peace in 

believing, 

so that 

the 

power of 

the Holy 

Spirit you 

may 

about in 

hope." 

Dru Baker (Sandy Baker ’s granddaughter), Tom Pettit 

(Delores Manship ’s family), Eve Couch and her daughter, 

Cathy Sanders, Cleo Newberry, Barbra Cooper 

(Grandmother of the Green children), Becky Bolinger 

(cancer), Imogene Webb, Opal Jordan (Bonnie Smith ’s 

mother), David Sanders, Cleo Newberry, Pat Scott, Jes-

se Henley, Mike and Jan Condren, Delores Manship, 

Harley Smith, Nancy Fuller, Nathan Webb, Arlie Manship, 

Kim Harris (Kriss Harris ’ daughter-in-law) 

 

Prayer  

Requests 

Lord, in your 

mercy 

Hear our prayers 



 

 

   

 

First Presbyterian Church  

315 E Shawnee Street 

Tahlequah, Ok 74464 

We are... 

a community that 

† believes in Jesus Christ, 
† worships God, 
† strives to discern God’s will, 
† teaches discipleship, 
† and ministers to human need. 

918.456.2271           firstprestahlequah.org     


