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   Our Way Forward 
 

We have held our Annual Meeting, and I am sure you have all read 
the reports you received.  There are additional copies on the Welcome     
table if you mislaid yours.  God has held us close to himself during this      
Interim time as we strive to be faithful to our Lord, each other, and our 
neighbors. 

Our individual faithfulness must include our faithful financial support 
for the life of the church.  As we enter the Lenten season, this is an           
appropriate time for each of us to examine our giving to God of our tithes 
and offerings.  Your Session had carefully prepared a budget for 2019, but 
no matter how hard we tried, we are still having to draw down our            
investments to make ends meet.  Our building is aging and requires          
upkeep.  We have cut our secretarial time but must still produce bulletins, 
the Narthex, and perform other duties.   Maintaining our worship requires 
a financial outlay as well.  And of course, we have our precious children 
who need Sunday School supplies.   

 

Here are your questions for March.  You will answer them    
only to yourself and to your God. 

Am I faithfully setting aside a specific amount for God’s work? 

Have I allowed my wants to come before God’s needs? 

Have I increased my giving to the church in the last 5 years? 

Am I willing to give more to help guarantee the survival of this 
church? 
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We are... 

a community that 

† believes in Jesus Christ, 

† worships God, 

† strives to discern God’s will, 

† teaches discipleship, 

† and ministers to human need. 
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WHY START LENT WITH ASHES? 

 

Ash Wednesday emphasizes our sinfulness before God 
and our mortality, helping us realize that that through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ we have forgiveness 
and life.  During Ash Wednesday service, the minister will 
lightly rub the sign of the cross with ashes onto your    
forehead.  The use of  ashes as a sign of mortality and    
repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian   
worship.  Historically, ashes signified purification and   
sorrow for sins. 

 It is traditional to save the palm branches from the 
previous Palm Sunday service.   The palms are burned to 
produce ashes for this service.  The ash cross on our    
forehead is an outward sign of our sorrow and repentance 
for sins. 



KIRK LUNCHES, BIRTHDAY          

CELEBRATIONS 

Your Session has been asking your opinion on a number of        

issues.  They have been paying attention to your              

responses! 

 A majority of those who responded to the question about 

Kirk Lunch favored holding them less often.  Kirk lunches serve 

the very real need for our congregation to meet together to 

chat, learn more about each other, and interact in an informal 

setting.  However, for 2019, Session has decided on a more      

infrequent schedule.  The next lunch will be in May 

 Most respondents also felt that monthly birthday              

celebrations were more than needed.  These celebrations give 

us a chance to acknowledge an important date in our lives, to 

wear a silly hat, and to sing Happy Birthday a little off key.  It   

also allows us to make an important contribution to the life of 

our church on our birthday.  Contributions to the Birthday Fund 

are used to finance the Fifth Sunday Mission projects.  For 2019 

we will celebrate birthdays during Kirk Lunch.  March, April and 

May birthdays will be celebrated in May. 

 Once we have experienced these changes for a year,         

Session will give you the opportunity to again provide your 

opinion. 



40 DAYS OF LENT 
 

We begin our Lenten Journey by confronting and confessing our sins on Ash 
Wednesday.  As we walk through the wilderness of our lives toward the cross, 
we are encouraged to continue to examine our lives and to make a conscientious 
effort to refocus our lives toward God.  Each person’s path through Lent is   
different, but here are some suggestions that come from Joe Iovino of the     
United Methodist Church.  

First, fast.  In this case fast from something 
that takes up your time each day: TV, Social 
Media, shopping.  Find something to let go of 
that will give you a little extra time to devote 
to God. 

Once you have found your God-time, here are 
Joe’s suggestions for filling that space you have 
cleared. 

1. Bible reading, meditation and prayer.  Each 
week our church will prepare resources to 
guide you in your God-time.  We will e-mail 
them and post them on our Facebook and web 
pages. 

 

2. Service.  Another way to observe Lent is to take on a NEW way of serving.  
There are countless organizations in the community that need your help.  The 
C.A.R.E. Pantry is right in our building and can always use a new pair of hands.  
You could also plan to make monetary gifts to help others in need.  Or you could 
spend some time picking up trash in our parks, helping a neighbor with a        
project, walking dogs for the animal shelter, or paying it forward at the grocery 
cash register.   

3. Rest.  Most of us struggle with the spiritual discipline of rest.  You can take 
your new-found time to be still in God’s presence.  Find a comfortable location 
where you will not be distracted.  Listen to music, read a poem or a Psalm. Focus 
your mind on the presence of God. 



ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

MARCH 6 – 6:00 

 
Come, prepare your heart for your Lenten 
journey.  Feel the ashes as they touch your 
forehead.  Partake of the Bread of Life and 

the Cup of Salvation that our Lord has        
prepared for you.  You will not want to miss 

this meaningful service. 



March 3—  

Worship/Sunday School /
Communion 11am  

Backpacks 12pm  

 

March 6—  

Ash Wednesday Service 6pm  

Choir  7pm  

 

March 10—  

Worship/Sunday School  11am  

Worship Commit tee/Backpacks 
12pm  

 

March 11—  

Omnibus Due  

 

March 12—  

Presbyter ian Women 11am  

 

March 13—  

Bel l  Choi r  6:15pm  

Choir  7pm  

 

March 14—  

Sess ion 5:30pm  

 

March 17—  

Worship/Sunday School  11am  

Spr ing Break (No Backpacks)  

 

March 20—  

Bel l  Choi r  6:15pm  

Choir  7pm  

 

March 24—  

Worship/Sunday School  11am  

 

March 27—  

Backpacks 1pm  

Bel l  Choi r  6:15pm  

Choir  7pm  

 

March 31—  

Worship/Sunday School  11am  



 

 

 

 

 

David Stanley   8 

Kelly Ross  12 

Roslyn Simon  13 

Park Medearis  19 

Jerald Adams  31 



 

 

 

 

 

 

FPC Session Notes 
February 14, 2019 
 
Session of First Presbyterian, Tahlequah met on February 14, 2019 with 8 members  
present. The following items of business were acted on or heard. 
 Minutes from the Stated meeting 1-14-19 and called meeting 1-20-19 were             

approved as written 
 Christian Education announced that the Children’s Sunday School will not meet    

during the months June-August and will resume in September. 
 Membership/Fellowship committee is planning the Easter Brunch and there will not 

be a Kirk Lunch in April. 
 Worship met and planned the Ash Wed. Service and on Palm Sunday the children 

will process into the sanctuary carrying the palms. 
 Property/Operations announced that we have donated 98 folding chairs to Dwight 

Mission. 
 Evacuation maps in case of fire have been developed and will be posted. Also maps 

for safe places to go when there is a tornado has been drawn. 
 PNC has received the first 19 PIF’s  
 Financial Statements were distributed and discussed and we are still spending more 

than we receive and are having to draw from our reserves. 
 The 5th Sunday in April we will be assembling Personal Hygiene Kits for the Day    

Center. 
 Motion was made and approved to hire Lauren Mendenhal as back up for Hansen 

when he has to be out of the office. 
 Letter was given to City Councilman Bliss regarding the traffic triangle at the            

Intersection of Bluff and E. Shawnee. 
 Letter from Cherokee Nation Elder Care was read to the group regarding the services 

they offer to those who qualify. 
 We discussed the article “Rediscovering the Office of Elder” the shepherd model. 
 Motion to adjourn was made and approved by common consent. The meeting closed 

at 6:35 pm with prayer. 
Bonnie J. Smith 
Clerk of Session 

Session Notes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Financials 



 

Please let the office know if you have someone to add to the prayer list. 

Dru Baker (Sandy Baker’s granddaughter)  
Tom Pettit (husband of Delores               

Manships’s niece) 

Becky Bolinger (cancer) 
Henry Sadler (Paula’s Godfather) -bone 

cancer 

Mike Condren Cathy Sanders (Eve Couch's daughter)  

Barbra Cooper (Grandmother of the  

Dreadfulwater children) 
David Sanders 

Eve Couch Pat Scott 

ShaRae Frachiseur—Michaela’s Sister Allender Scott  

Kim Harris-cancer (Kriss Harris’ Daughter-

In-Law) 
Harley Smith 

Jesse Henley Nathan Webb 

Exie King (Summer King’s Mom) Mary Lou’s friend Pat 

Arlie Manship  

  

  



 

March 

Canned Chili 

Just a reminder… 
 

There are many items in the library 
that are still up for grabs! 

-Keepsakes above the Bookcases 

-New/Used Books 

-Memorabilia from the Years  

 

Anything you take helps us 
clean! 

2019 MISSION GIVINGS 

Bringing in our next donation for the year is our continued support for 

CASA! 

The mission of CASA of Cherokee Country is to be a voice for children 

who come into the court system as a result of abuse and/or neglect by 

providing trained volunteer advocates who speak independently for the 

best interests of the children.  


