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   Our Way Forward 
 Remember the options we started talking about in January?  

We considered them, debated them, and you made some very 
basic decisions.  You love this building.  You would be willing to 
merge with another congregation, but only if that congregation was 
willing to join us in this facility.  Your preference was to find a new 
pastor and remain right here. 

Those decisions put a great deal of responsibility on each of 
us.   You see, a new pastor will not miraculously transform us into 
a thriving congregation.  In fact, if that is the criteria for a new pas-
tor, it is unlikely we will find anyone willing to take the position.  
Those looking for a pastorate want a congregation with a vision for 
the future and a passion for God’s work.  They want to be assured 
of our commitment to work toward that vision.  These candidates 
do not want to tell us what to do; they want to labor with us in our 
common ministry.  For potential candidates for our pastor, wanting 
to grow, or wanting to have young people, or wanting to be      
comfortable are not compelling reasons to join with us.  Wanting to 
work actively for the Kingdom, wanting to engage with our       
community, wanting to be an agent of change for justice and 
equality are what will draw someone to us. 

So, what do we want to be when we grow up?  Now is the 
time to decide! 
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We are... 

a community that 

† believes in Jesus Christ, 

† worships God, 

† strives to discern God’s will, 

† teaches discipleship, 

† and ministers to human need. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY MISSION 
 

 July is a 5
th
 Sunday month!  We will be gathering supplies for 

Grand View Elementary classrooms using funds from the Birthday 

Fund.  In addition, we would like to include some personal items 

for the elementary teachers. This is where you can help. 

 We would like to create a tote bag for each teacher that would 

include some personal items.  We have bags but need stuff to put 

in them.  Some suggestions are:  

 

   Tylenol    Lysol Wipes 

   Hand lotions   hand sanitizer 

   Colored pens for grading  small stickers for kid’s papers 

   Breath mints   Small protein snacks 

   Highlighters    Paper clips 

   Staples    Chap Stick 

   Stress ball    Pocket size Kleenex  

     

 

There is a container in the Narthex for your offerings.  As of this 

writing, there are 12 grade school teachers.  So lets fill those bags 

to go along with the paper and other basic classroom needs that 

the Birthday Fund will provide. 

 



Christmas in July 
 

We love our Grand View Kids!  One way we support our backpack 

families at Grand View is through our Christmas in July offering.  Your sup-

port provides a $35 food voucher for Thanksgiving and a $50 voucher for 

Christmas for each backpack family.   

$85 ensures that a backpack family can enjoy both a Thanksgiving 

and a Christmas meal, and helps meet the nutritional needs of those kids 

while they are on break.  We partner with Food For Less to be sure that the 

families are receiving nutritious food at a reasonable cost. 

Envelopes are in the pews throughout the month of July to receive 

your donation.  No child should have to experience hunger, and at First 

Presbyterian church we are doing our small part for the children of Grand 

View School. 

 

 

Stories on the Square 
 Every Wednesday from 10-11am during the month of July,  

Stories on the Square will be held at the Cherokee National Capital 

Gazebo. Learn about Cherokee heritage and culture through     

storytelling. If raining, Stories on the Square will be held at the   

National Prison Museum across the street. It is FREE and open to 

the public.  



We received a letter from the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance on June 7, 
2018, and would like to share it with you.  

 

Friends,  

In the book of Romans we are encouraged that, “...hope does not disap-
point us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts…” 

When disasters strike, often people are left without basic necessities, 
many without even a place to call home. In these trying times, families 
search for something positive to hold onto amidst the chaos.  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance appreciates those of you who prepared 
and supported the Gift of the Heart kits and CWS blanket ministries. We 

believe you are helping to offer not only essential supplies such as person-
al hygiene or school items, a warm blanket or a way to clean up following 
the disaster—but also hope.  

In 2017, more than 243, 900 total kits, cleanup buckets and blankets were 

distributed internationally and in the United States. The neighbor you 
helped might be in Syria, Puerto Rico, Armenia, Texas, Guyana, or Florida 
among many other areas stricken by disaster. We encourage you to pray 
for these neighbors, that the enduring hope of Christ will be evident to 

them.  

Thank you for joining others who share the vision of Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance—reaching those near and far with the hope of Christ following 
natural or human-caused disaster. In addition to the tangible way you have 
joined the mission of disaster recovery; your congregation’s gifts to One 

Great Hour of Sharing support numerous disaster responses and other 
compassionate ministries around the world. Together we can make a dif-
ference in lives and livelihoods.  

Thank you for providing a tangible witness to the compassion of Christ, 
and for sharing a love that reaches beyond borders and helps to give hope 

along with kit supplies or blankets.  

Serving together, 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

Supported by One Great Hour of Sharing 



223rd General Assembly 
 

The 223rd General Assembly has concluded and the participants have re-
turned to their homes.  Jan Condren was the pastor delegate from Eastern Okla-
homa Presbytery.  For those interested in the direction of our denomination, 
there will be an informational meeting on July 14th.  The meeting is at Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church in Oklahoma City.  Representatives from the three Okla-
homa Presbyteries will share the decisions made at the Assembly.  As more infor-
mation concerning the meeting is released, we will pass those on to you. 

Meantime, here are but a few of the decisions made this year.  We randomly 
picked those we thought might be of interest to the congregation. 

 Commendation of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s “Letter to the Birmingham Jail” for 
study by the church and possible inclusion in the Book of Confessions. 

 Call for a denomination-wide audit of Native American congregations’ facilities 
and establishment of a new fund to potentially help finance emergency repairs. 

 Approved a resolution of opposition to the separation of immigrant families. 

 Overwhelmingly approved a resolution seeking environmental justice, noting 
that minority communities are disproportionately affected by climate change. 

 Condemned colonialism and the double standard applied to citizens of the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 

 In response to continued gun violence since the last Assembly, this assembly 
approved a call for an end to gun violence. 

 Called for a moratorium on capital punishment. 

 Recommended a change to the Book of Order prohibiting the endorsement of 
candidates for public office. 

 There were many recommendations concerning peace and human rights 
throughout the world. 



July 1—  

Membership /Fe l lowship 10am  

Worship/Sunday School  11am  

Congregat ional  Bi r thday   

Par ty 12pm  

 

July 8—  

Worship/Sunday School  11am  

Worship Commit tee Meet ing 

12pm  

 

July 15—  

Worship/Sunday School  wi th  

specia l  guest  Rev.  Rick  Dav is  
and h is  congregat ion 11am  

Kirk  Lunch 12pm  

 

 

 

 

July 19—  

Youth f rom FPC in Perry,  Ok-

lahoma wi l l  come and do a 
miss ion serv ice at  the church.   

 

July 22—  

Worship/Sunday School  11am  

 

July 29—  

Worship/Sunday School  11am  

5th Sunday Miss ion 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 Deborah Sells  10 

Brittany Simon  14 

Jessica Langston  14 

Cooper Green  19 

Jeanette McQuitty 21 

Bob McQuitty  22 

Kriss Harris  28 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stated Session meeting 
First Presbyterian Church 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
June 14, 2018 
 
Present: Moderator Annette Haskins, Clerk Bonnie Smith, Nancy Fuller, Kriss Harris, April Adams 
Absent: Joshua Bliss, Anne Davey, Pat Scott 
 
A quorum was present. Moderator Annette Haskins called the meeting to order, opened with prayer 
and lighting of the Christ Candle at 5:40 pm. 
Joys and concerns of the congregation and community were shared. 
Omnibus motion was passed by common consent: 

 Minutes of stated meeting of May 10, 2018 & Called Congregational Meeting of May 20, 2018. 

 Average worship attendance for May 2018 was 31/Sunday. 

 Approved 12 students (age 12-14) from Perry, Oklahoma to be here and work on July 19, 2018. 
They will spend the day cleaning the pews. We will feed them lunch. 

 We decided to fill totes with supplies for Grandview teachers with left over school supplies as well 
as Lysol wipes, Tylenol, travel size Kleenex, Chapstick, and a stress ball. 

 We will request donations during Christmas in July for food vouchers for the backpack kids during 
Thanksgiving and Christmas breaks. 

 The agenda was adopted as printed. 

 Omnibus deadline is Aug. 7, 2018. 

 Next Stated meeting will be Aug. 9, 2018. 
Committee Reports: 
Worship:  

 will have a meeting on 7-8-18. 

 The 5
th
 Sunday project will be to fill tote bags for the Grandview Teachers. 

Christian Education: 

 Commissioning of the Sunday School Teachers went well. 

 There were 7 students in the Sunday School class. 
Stewardship/Finance: 

 The Financial Statements were distributed and discussed. We are still spending more than we 
receive. 

Pastors Report: 

 The office computer has been working intermittently and the computer guy is coming next week. 
Motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed. 
The meeting adjourned and closed with prayer at 6:15 pm. the Christ Candle was extinguished. 
 
Bonnie J. Smith 
 
Clerk of Session 

Session Notes 



 

 

 

 

 

2018 Financials 



 

Please let the office know if you have someone to add to the prayer list. 

Dru Baker (Sandy Baker’s grand-

daughter) 
Arlie Manship 

Becky and Charlie Bolinger  
Tom Pettit (husband of Delores               

Manships’s niece) 

ShaRae Frachiseur—Michaela’s 

Sister 

Henry Sadler (Paula’s Godfather) 

-bone cancer 

Francie Fite  
Cathy Sanders (Eve Couch's 

daughter) 

The Family of Steve Gilman  David Sanders 

Kim Harris-cancer (Kriss Harris’ 

Daughter-In-Law) 
Pat Scott 

Jesse Henley Allender Scott  

Hansen Johnson Harley Smith 

Angela Jones Nathan Webb 

Exie King (Summer King’s Mom)   

  

  



 

 

 

July 

Canned Kidney or Pinto Beans 

 

Mission of the Month: 

In the month of July, our church gives an offering of $300 to CARE Pantry.  
 

Third Sunday’s are always special because of Kirk Lunch.  Third Sunday in 

July is extra special because we will have guests.  On July 15th Rick Davis, 

pastor at Yale Avenue Presbyterian, will be our guest speaker.  He is  

bringing some of his congregation with him to join us in worship and at Kirk 

Lunch.  

Make plans now to be in worship on the 15th!  Be sure to bring a dish to 
share at Kirk Lunch.  Let’s give our guests a warm welcome. 
 

One More Thought: 

Finally, I was at my semi-annual visit to the ophthalmologist last week 
when a video came on to described a common malady affecting those 
over the age of 40: “presbyopia” - the inability to focus on things up close 
(which is why we “aging adults” have to buy reading glasses). I find it     
humorous that the one malady whose word root is closely related to our 
faith tradition has to do with impaired vision. As we move through this year 
of both celebration and preparation, let us keep a healthy balance in our 
vision—focus on the “near” which allows us to answer the question of how 
we are serving those whom God places in our path and an equal focus on 
the “far” which asks who we are and what God asks us to become along 
our journey to become more faithful disciples.  

Grace & Peace,  

Greg Coulter 


