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OCTOBER 2020 

Many faithful churchgoers 
find themselves asking 
their leaders about their 
plans for the future of the 
church. “Where are we 
headed?” is the most 
common question. There 
are multiple layers within 
this inquiry.  One layer ex-
udes a sense of anticipa-
tion for what the future 
holds.  It adds a layer of 
energy that can shift the 
budget to expand youth 
programs or add bulk to 

mission projects we are already doing well.   

But that is not all that is behind that question. Im-
bedded within is the question, how? 

When Jesus began his ministry, he selected individu-
als who were willing to consider a different vision for 
the future other than living under the heavy hand of 
the Roman empire. None of the disciples really un-
derstood the vision of God’s kingdom drawing near.  
It was only after Christ’s death and resurrection 
when that vision became crystal clear.  God calls us 
to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, tend to the 
sick, visit those imprisoned, and to share that vision 
of hope that is motivated by a John 3:16 kind of sac-
rificial love with the world.  

 
Cont’d on page 3 

 

Rev. Tammy Schmidt 
pastor@firstprestahlequah.com 
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Your Mission Committee Needs You! 
 

 Actually, we don’t need you physically: we need your thoughts.  We are spending 
some time imagining what our mission outreach should look like.  What need is there in 
the community that our congregation could help 
resolve with our time and talents?   

 Currently we are partnering with Grand 
View School to provide backpack food for week-
ends and food vouchers from Save A Lot for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas break.  We also assist 
various organizations through our Fifth Sunday 
Mission where we meet during worship to fulfill a 
need for others.  Most recently we made lap 
robes for the residents of our neighboring nursing 
home.  We also help the food pantry through our 
Food of the Month campaign.  These are all 
worthwhile endeavors that we have been doing for some time.  Your committee feels it 
is time to reevaluate what we do to be sure it fits both the passions of our  congregation 
and the needs that are all around us. 

 What needs do you see in our community?  Which of these would you feel moti-
vated to help fill?  Our Lord sends us out to heal the hurts that inflict our neighbors.  
Where would He have us to look?  Elaina, Tom, and Annette are looking forward to your 
input.  You can call, text, or email us at any time. 
 

Elaina: 918-346-7454; rosselaina@gmail.com     Tom: 210-884-7340  
Annette: 918-931-2660; Annette_haskins@hotmail.com 

Elizabeth Kindle          10-02 
Brynna Kindle           10-05 

Anne Dave y            10-06 

April Adams            10-06 

Braden Young          10-09 

Ariana Dreadfulwater    10-07 

Lou Baker   10-25 

Barb McCluskey       10-27 

John Tuggy             10-31 

Your committee feels it is 
time to reevaluate what 
we do to be sure it fits 
both the passions of our  
congregation and the 
needs that are all around 
us. 

OCTOBER  

You are classified as the 
“Peacemaker” in astrology 
and are strongly motivated 
by a desire for justice and 
strive to maintain harmony 
in all areas of your life. 
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cont’d from page 1…   Moving from “Where is the church headed?” to “How can we help?”  

The church is a moving force that is designed to be mobile, fluid.  Church is not just a group of 

people who meet regularly to worship.  We cannot forget this. Ever. And, right now there are 

hundreds of families who need our help.   

 Ministry opportunities haven’t gone away, they may just look different.  Many families 

with school age children need a strong internet signal to attend class, work on homework, for 

research, and to communicate with their teachers.  Currently, I am trying to find ways to con-

nect with the school district to partner with them and with students to offer free wifi for fami-

lies who do not always have access to reliable internet.  And, parents and guardians need to 

know how to solve this thing called, “new math,” amongst 

technological questions they may have.  

 Just like Jesus’ challenge to the disciples, we need to con-

sider a different vision for our faith community.  You may think 

that words like, wifi, Bluetooth, internet, and dropbox are con-

fusing to understand.  But, I know that you are familiar with the 

meaning of compassion, empathy, and ways to love our neigh-

bor.   

 In the coming days and weeks ahead, I urge you to pray 

for ways that God may use us to help our community’s children 

and parents and guardians who face extraordinary obstacles.  

Let us watch for signs of the Spirit’s presence to guide us as we consider where we, the 

church, is headed. 

Prayerfully, your sister in Christ.  

Rev. Tammy Schmidt  

Note from the pastor              

Ministry op-

portunities 

haven’t gone 

away, they 

may just look 

different.   

Updated website!  Visit      

firstprestahlequah.org 

AND… 

Office email:    office@firstprestahlequah.com 

Pastor’s email: pastor@firstprestahlequah.com 

  A FEW THINGS OF NOTE 
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Clergy Appreciation Day on the second Sunday 
in October reminds us to recognize the work of 
ministers, pastors, and priests in the United 
States. This national day also falls in National 
Clergy Month, which is observed each October. 
Many congregations take up a special offering 
on this day to bless their pastors. Others use the 
entire month of October to find different means 
to bless the leaders with meals, gifts and even 
paid vacations. As an individual, there are sever-
al ways to show your clergy appreciation. 
 
• Tell others – Tell them how much your church 
leader does for the congregation – and let your 
pastor overhear you. 
 
• Volunteer – churches offer more opportunities 
for volunteering than just about anywhere. Don’t 
wait to be voluntold. 
 
• Pray for your clergy – It should probably be in 
the first slot, but it seemed so obvious. 
 
• Write a note – Thank your minister for being 
an excellent leader, for his or her compassion or 
even something specific. 
 
• Ask – Find out where you can help. Some 
clergy don’t delegate enough or so few people 
volunteer, they’ve taken all the burdens upon 
themselves. 
 
Join your congregation in celebrating your cler-
gy. Recognize them for their leadership, com-
passion, stewardship, and faith. 

HOW TO OBSERVE 
#ClergyAppreciationDay 

Thank your clergy for the work they do. Give 
them a shout out using the hashtag 
#ClergyAppreciationDay and post to your social 
media accounts. Encourage others to do the 
same. Being a pastor or other clergy member 
has its good days, and bad. Yet all leaders need 
to be recognized for the work and efforts. 
Be sure you also personally thank them for all 
they do to help you and your family! 

October 11th-CLERGY APPRECIATION DAY World Communion Sunday 

We are planning a special ser-

vice on World Communion Sun-

day which honors the unity of 

the Church Jesus Christ around 

the world and our desire for 

global peace.  

As a part of that service, we will 

be collecting and blessing a spe-

cial offering of food for the Food 

Pantry which is located in our 

church. Please bring food 

items to the church on or be-

fore October 4th.  

The following items are 

needed: 

    1 lb. white or brown rice 

    1 lb. pinto beans 

    Hot cereal 

In addition, if you have an extra 

can opener at your home, 

please consider donating it to 

the food pantry. They are always 

in need of can openers. 

 

April Adams 

Chair, Worship Committee 

"The uncreative mind can spot wrong an-

swers, but it takes a very creative mind to 

spot wrong questions." - Antony Jay  
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Session Notes 
Present: Moderator Tammy Schmidt, Clerk Bonnie Smith, April Adams, Anne Davey, Lyle 
Haskins, Annette Haskins. 

MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS: 

Worship: Met on Tuesday 9-14-2020 and discussed changes to be made to the Sunday order 
of service. Motion to approve Greg Schmidt as a new member to the worship team came 
from committee and passed by common consent. P.W. will meet in the library on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month. 

Mission: Team is re-evaluating and deciding how to proceed. 

Christian Education: Sunday School resumed on September 6, 2020. We are using the Meth-
odist curriculum from Abingdon Press. 

Property: Ordered replacement bulbs for the light fixtures in the Sanctuary. 

Nomination: Committee met and optimistic re: filling the class of 2023 Elders and Deacons. 

Pastor’s Report: 

Looking into streamlining the office software to develop an online presence. 

Several projects proposed: 

Young adult topics-meet monthly-topics include LGBTQ, BLM, upcoming elec-
tion, with hopes of students feeling free to discuss controversial topics and 
ask where is God in that picture. 

Hoping to work with campus ministry to supplement the ministry they are do-
ing. ii. Request use of fellowship hall for the meetings. iii. Requesting funds to 
purchase drinks and food (soda and pizza) if we meet in person. 

Monthly Bible packet distributed to long-term care facilities and other day use 
programs. 

Wifi ministry offer school-aged children and parents/guardians the use of free 
wifi signal here on church property, with hopes it turns into a natural ministry 
extension to offer parents/guardians technical help with computer services. 
Is in contact with a person from Greenwood Elementary school regarding this 
ministry. Church member would need to be present to assist. 

Elder/Deacon training in Spring 2021 as one day retreat-to discuss goals and 
support one another. Also discuss Book of Order definitions for elder and 
deacon. 

Pastor’s days off are Friday and Saturday also would like to take the 5th Sundays off. 

NEW BUSINESS: Secretary—We need a change. Things have been going downhill for quite a 
long time. The situation is not getting better and everyone is very unhappy. Discussed letting 
her go and paying her for the rest of the month. Motion to dismiss the secretary with pay-
ment for remainder of the month of September was made, seconded and passed by common 
consent. Motion to form a personnel committee was made, seconded and passed by com-
mon consent.  

Bonnie J. Smith, Clerk of Session 
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The 2020-2021 Presbyterian Women Bible Study has begun!  

Rev. Tammy is leading the study each 2nd Wednesday of the 
month from 11:00 am - 12 noon in the Church Library and will 
continue each 2nd Wednesday until May, 2021. This year’s study 

is entitled, “Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament,” by P. Lynn Miller. 
Even though this bible study was planned several years ago, it seems so appropriate 
for our life and the life of the world in 2020.  

All women are invited. It is not too late to join us. I hope you will. It is a time of fellow-
ship as well as bible study. The study guide is $10. Please see me to purchase your 
copy.   We observe social distancing and wear masks for everyone’s safety. 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH AT 11:00 AM.             

Presbyterian Women are also looking for a service project. Please bring your ideas to 

the bible study or call me at 918-458-0834.            April Adams Moderator, PW 

    Presbyterian Women’s Study 

 

Rev. Tammy’s Installation Service 

My installation to First Presbyterian Church was perfect!  There were 

tears, laughter, and above all, a real sense of God’s blessing! Thank you! 
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Malachi 3:10 

 

“”Bring the 

whole tithe 

into the 

storehouse, 

that there 

may be food 

in my house. 

Test me in 

this,’ says 

the LORD Al-

mighty, “and 

see if I will 

not throw 

open the 

floodgates of 

heaven and 

pour out so 

much bless-

ing that you 

will not have 

room enough 

for it.’” 

Dru Baker (Sandy Baker ’s granddaughter), Tom Pettit 

(Delores Manship’s family), Eve Couch and her daughter, 

Cathy Sanders, Cleo Newberry, Barbra Cooper 

(Grandmother of the Green children), Becky Bolinger 

(cancer), Imogene Webb, Opal Jordan (Bonnie Smith ’s 

mother), David Sanders, Cleo Newberry, Pat Scott, Jes-

se Henley, Mike and Jan Condren, Delores Manship, 

Harley Smith, Nancy Fuller, Nathan Webb, Arlie Manship, 

Kim Harris (Kriss Harris ’ daughter-in-law) 

 

Prayer  

Requests 

Lord, in your 

mercy 

Hear our prayers 



 

 

   

 

First Presbyterian Church  

315 E Shawnee Street 

Tahlequah, Ok 74464 

We are... 

a community that 

† believes in Jesus Christ, 
† worships God, 
† strives to discern God’s will, 
† teaches discipleship, 
† and ministers to human need. 

918.456.2271           firstprestahlequah.org     


