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 Memorial Day is not a religious holiday although 
the act of honoring or remembering our loved ones is a 
spiritual practice.  One hundred years ago, this weekend 
witnessed the Tulsa race massacre– the murder of 
several hundred black business owners commonly 
referred to as Tulsa’s Black Wallstreet.  Several events 
are planned to honor the victims and descendants of 
that tragedy.  The History Channel is airing a special 
titled, “Tulsa Burning” that premieres on May 30th.  
Several area Presbyterian churches are planning to 
attend a candlelight vigil on the 31st in downtown Tulsa.  
This event has garnered the attention of the entire 
world, with President Joe Biden expected to make an 
appearance and Stacey Abrams as keynote speaker. 
 Remembering the saints from whom their labors 
rest is practiced at every funeral that celebrates with joy 
the lives of our loved ones. The indescribable horror of 
this 100 year old massacre is that many family members 
of the victims never knew what happened to them.  
Families did not have the luxury of burying their beloved 
because their bodies were never found.  Can you 
imagine honoring someone’s memory and not even 
know what happened to them or know where they rest? 
 This Memorial Day weekend, I encourage you to 
learn more about what happened in Tulsa a hundred 
years ago which has been conspicuously absent from 
Oklahoma’s history.  Museums and art exhibits are on 
display to help us learn the story of some 300 people 
who were murdered because of the color of their skin.  
Now, a hundred years later, we can finally piece together 
what happened during the hours of the massacre.  We 
can honor their lives and their memory by learning who 
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these men and women were, hear 
stories from their descendants who 
survived that traumatic experience 
only to discover that their story was 
erased from Oklahoma’s history 
books. 
 There is so much  more to this  
horror story, including our own 
denomination’s shameful response 
the Sunday following the massacre.  
To see a schedule of events 
regarding the 100th anniversary of 
the Tulsa Race Massacre, click HERE. 
 Friends, my prayer for you 
this long holiday weekend is to 
spend time remembering your loved 
ones, and learn about the victims of 
the Tulsa Race Massacre, a story that 
has taken 100 years to be heard. 

Pastor Tammy 
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Important Dates 

June 5               Virtual Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery meeting 

June 6                    Service with Communion 

June 14 & 17, 21-27                 Pastor Tammy out of office 

June 20                  Special Father’s Day Service 

June 27                                             Bonnie Smith preaching 

Session on break till August 

 
FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

  Mon. & Wed.    

10 - 12:30 

 

        Friday
                

10 - 11 

 

1 lb bags 
white rice 

June Birthdays 
 

 

Jay Dye 

David Laney 

Brittany Sells 

Susan Purkey 

Valerie Reese 
 

We will no longer publish dates 
of birth for privacy reasons. 

We now offer electronic 

giving on our Facebook 

page and our website at 

firstprestahlequah.org.  

You can use the QR code 

to donate.   

Take a photo of the code 

using your smart phone.  It will direct you to our 

online giving donor portal.  Thank you for     

supporting the work of our mission with Christ. 
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 The Deacons are meeting regularly on the 4th Thursday of 
the month at 1:00 pm.  However, we will meet as needed 
during the summer months. 

 This month the Deacons sent congratulations cards and a 
small gift of a $25 gift card to each of our May 2021 
Graduates. Congratulations to our Graduates:  
 

Rachel Gibbs - Tahlequah HS 

Cooper Green -Oklahoma State University 

Elizabeth Kindle -Stilwell HS & Indian Capital     
VoTech Certificate 

Morgan Schmidt -Cottey College 

Dr. Derrick Young -OU Pharmacy School 
 

If you know of a graduate that we missed recognizing, please 
contact a Deacon.  We will continue to contact you when the 
church has prayer requests, has a need that we hope you can 
address, or to see how you are doing.  
 

April Adams, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

News from the Deacons  

Search for church mouse in this bulletin.  

Kelly Ross found the church mouse in our last issue of the  
Narthex.  Congratulations!  Your prize is in the church     
office! 
 

Want to play along?  Find the church mouse in this Newsletter.   
When you find it, email, call the church office, or leave a note in the 
office with the page number, your name and phone number.  We’ll 
draw from the correct entries after church on June 20th during fellow-
ship hour. The winner’s name will be published in the July Narthex 
newsletter and will take home a special gift.  Have fun! 
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Summer time is here and our backpackers are finished 
with their task until fall.  They have worked diligently through all of the 
difficulties and uncertainties brought on by the corona virus.  Please stop 
to thank each of them next time you see them! 

Delivering backpacks: Jimbo and Krissie Harris.  Backpack leader: David 
Laney.  Backpackers: Sandra Laney, Barb and John McCluskey, Susan 
Purkey, Kelly Ross.  Retrieving containers:  Lyle Haskins. Communication 
and purchasing:  Annette Haskins. 

Because of the efforts of our backpack team, our Grand View kids will 
have a better opportunity to thrive and grow. There is always room for 
you on the team.  To volunteer just speak to David or Annette. 

Summer Break for Backpack Volunteers 

Party in the Fellowship Hall! 

Mark your calendar for June 20th.  Underline 
it twice.  First Presbyterian Church is going to 
CELEBRATE.  Everyone with birthdays from 
January through June will receive a cupcake, a 
gift, and a rousing round of the birthday song.  
After our long silence in Fellowship Hall, lets let 
out all the stops and make this a celebration to 
remember!  And don’t forget—we have cupcakes! 

JUNE 

20TH 
Christian Education on Summer Break!  

Our Sunday School program is taking a short break for the summer. 
But…. We still have some plans in the works!  We’re planning a trip to 
the fire station soon.               

Do you have an idea for a summer field trip for the youth?  Horses, a 
house by the lake, a cool hobby to show off?  Let our teachers know!  
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Grandview School sends their 

thanks for the backpack snacks! 
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ONLINE 

DONATIONS 

receive an 

automatic 

acknowledgment 

email to the 

donor from the 

Foundation.      

PLUS the 

Foundation will  

provide a year-

end gift 

summary to 

donors for tax 

reporting. AND  

at month-end, 

the church will 

receive a direct 

deposit for the 

total of gifts 

made that month 

minus the 2% 

transaction fee. 

Intra-month 

disbursement 

requests require 

a minimum of 

$100 per fund.  

Dru Baker (Sandy Baker ’s granddaughter), Delores 

Manship & family, Eve Couch & Cathy Sanders, Barbra 

Cooper (Grandmother of the Green children), Becky 

Bolinger (cancer), Imogene Webb,  David Sanders, Cleo 

Newberry, Jesse Henley, Harley Smith, Nathan Webb, Kim 

Harris (Kriss Harris ’ daughter-in-law), Jeanette McQuitty, 

Ed Kennedy & family & fiancé, Rev. Darell Christopher, 

Valerie & Tom Jefferson, flooded home in Texas, Pat 

Scott& family, Charles Jordan & Opal Jordan, summer 

travelers, recent college graduates  

April Contributions & Expenditures 
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Session Minutes 

Stated Session Meeting 

May 18, 2021 

Present: Moderator Tammy Schmidt, Clerk of Session Bonnie Smith, Krissie Harris, Park Medearis 

Absent: Joshua Bliss, Jerry Adams 

A quorum was established. Moderator Tammy called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm with prayer and 
lighting of Christ Candle. Moderator Tammy read a devotion and prayer concerns were shared. 

Clerk Report: Correspondence received- Regarding Ruling Elders. 

Minutes of April 20, 2021 Meeting were provided in printed form to those present. 

Motion by Krissie Harris to approve the minutes as written was seconded by Park Medearis and passed. 

Next session meeting is set for August 17, 2021, it was decided to take June and July off and conduct any 
business in called session meetings. 

Committee Reports: 

Finance: financial statements were distributed and discussed. 

Session Retreat: Moderator Tammy is planning a 1 day retreat which will include a portion dedicated to serv-
ing Home Communion and will include the deacons. Motion by Park Medearis to allocate $300 for an elder 
and deacon retreat date and place tbd, was seconded by Kriss Harris and passed. 

Pastors report: 

Planning to do more things with the children during the summer months 

Planning to begin a Foster Parent support group, Pastor Tammy will meet with a person regarding setting this 
up. 

Summer Bible study possibly at one of the coffee houses. 

Worship sermon ideas: 

Stone Soup on the 30th to coincide with 5th Sunday Mission. 

Sunday, July 4 a drama with members of TCP, and possibly ecumenical effort with First Christian and First-
Methodist. 

Vacation/Continuing Education: 

July 25-30 Synod School-Storm Lake Iowa-will use Aug. 1 as 5th Sunday off-- Bonnie Smith will preach and 
preside at communion. 

Planning to create a new 2022 directory. 

Discussed a change of mandating masks be worn in light of CDC announcement. Motion by Park Medearis to 
change Mask Policy to make it optional instead of a requirement was seconded by Kriss Harris and passed. 

Old Business: 

The Secretary is still habitually late for work or misses days and she doesn’t follow through with tasks. She 
has been counseled regarding this with no change. Motion to terminate employment with 2 weeks severance 
pay and begin searching for new person to fill the position was made by Krissie Harris, seconded by Park   
Medearis and passed. 

New business: 

Tom Jefferson presented the idea of using the unused land for raised bed “Community Gardens”, approxi-
mately 8’X4’. The proposal was discussed and was tabled until further investigation regarding cost of materi-
als and who would be available to work in the garden, etc. 

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed. 

The meeting closed with prayer at 6:30 pm. 

Bonnie J. Smith, Clerk of Session 



 
First Presbyterian Church  

315 E Shawnee Street 

Tahlequah, Ok 74464 

We are... 

a community that 

† believes in Jesus Christ, 
† worships God, 
† strives to discern God’s will, 
† teaches discipleship, 
† and ministers to human need. 

918.456.2271           firstprestahlequah.org     


